The John Denver Memorial Peace Cloth
Of Peace Is Our Vision...Let Us BeginO

Rationale

In the spring of 2000, a goal was undertaken to create a worldwide Peace Cloth
connecting literally millions of people from around the world who believe in the concept

of OOne World.O This Peace Cloth grew from a desire to join together pieces of cloth that
represented the goal of Oworld peaceO as manifested in the music and work of the late
singer-songwriter-humanitarian-environmentalist John Denver, and the influence he
maintained on millions of people around the globe. The John Denver Memorial Peace
Cloth represented a celebration of both his life and his dedication to world peace, a world
without hunger, and a sustainable future for all inhabitants of Earth.

Originally, the John Denver Memorial Peace Cloth was intended to wrap around and be
displayed at the UN Headquarters in New York City. The purpose was to celebrate
OWorld Peace DayO on September 19, 2000, which began The International Year for the
Culture of Peace. Thus, from that day, the John Denver Memorial Peace Cloth began its
Ojourney for peace0, to extend and enhance the work of the International Decade for a
Culture of Peace and Non-Violence for the Children of the World, 2001-2010. (This was
established by the UN Document A/RES/53/25 in 1983.)

Mr. DenverOs dedication and commitment to the work of the UN with his designation as
an official OAmbassador of Peace and GoodwillO was demonstrated in his more than
twenty-five year commitment to their goals. He represented and worked closely with
UNICEF, UNESCO, and near the end of his life, the UN Pathways to Peace Mission.
(UNICEF is the United Nations International ChildrenOs Education Fund, and UNESCO
is the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization.) DenverOs
dedication was recognized by thousands of people from dozens of countries around the
world who created The Peace Cloth -- this 2,000-foot long quilt -- in his memory. Their
goal was and is to carry on his message and his lifeOs work, as their own dedication to
world peace was unified in the John Denver Memorial Peace Cloth. This Peace Cloth
symbolizes what a world family of people can accomplish in its quest to speak out for
peace for every one of us.

Goal of the John Denver Memorial Peace Cloth

As it is the mission of the John Denver Memorial Peace Cloth to demonstrate how direct
participation of people from around the world can lead to a continuous growth of



communication, cooperation, and tolerance, so it is our goal to encourage and empower,
with peace education, the direct participation of young people in making decisions
which impact the quality of life for the children of this and future generations.

(Adapted from the UN Pathways to Peace.
http://www.pathwaystopeace.org/pathways/organization_and_missidn.htm

The goal of the John Denver Memorial Peace Cloth is to help create a culture of peace

that will be achieved when all citizens of the world:

o have the skills to resolve the struggles for justice in a non- violent way
live by international standards of human rights and equity

understand global problems

appreciate cultural diversity

respect the Earth and each other

oooo

(Adapted from thédague Appeal for Peace & Justice for the €entury Global Campaign for Peace
Education. (http://www.un.org/Pubs/CyberSchoolBus/peace/content.htm)

Purpose of the John Denver Memorial Peace Cloth Curriculum

Peace begins with each of us living in harmony with one another, the Earth, and all of its
inhabitants. By communicating with schools and educational communities, it is our
purpose and intent:

to offer knowledge, skills, and activities to build relationships as peacemakers

to encourage communities to support their children as peacemakers

to inspire the students, the educators, and the parents to become peace activists
to inspire a change in society beginning with our children

oooo

Olf peace is our vision...let us begin!O

CURRICULUM UNITS FOR PEACE EDUCATION

Peace education is about how you can help build the future and make your world a more
peaceful place to live. Peace education asks you to ask yourself

What is PEACE?

Is peace in my life? Where?

In my classroom? In my family? In my community?
In my town? In my country?

Where in my life would | like to see more peace?
What is important for me to LEARN?

What can | DO with what | learn?

[y iy Sy iy Wy



(http://www.un.org/Pubs/CyberschoolBus/peace/content_corjt.htm

The ultimate goal of peace education is the development of a sense of universal
values and behavior on which a peaceful culture is established.

The curriculum units offered on the following pages are a guide to help you think about
PEACE and EDUCATION. The Lessons are written with suggested grade ranges for use,
but they can be modified for any grade or age of student.

What you gain from this and what you do with what you learn is entirely up to you.
You are the futureEand it is up to you to decide to make the world a safer, healthier,
greener, and less violent place to live.

Organization of the Curriculum

This curriculum is divided into three major sections:

1. Peace.
o Whatis peace? How can it be achieved?
2. Heroes.
o Which individuals should be considered heroes for the planet? How did they
achieve their goals? How can OIO become a hero?
3. Accomplishments. .
o What can be achieved? What can OIO learn from this?

Reading materials are presented in each section, as well as recommendations for
supplemental readings, followed by suggested lesson plans.



PEACE

Peace is the absence of personal and institutional violence. _

Peace is the presence of well being, social justice, gender equality, and human rights for
everyone.

Peace Education is the learning and teaching about all aspects of peace. Peace Education
uses methods that stress participation, problem solving, and respect for differences

READ or listen to A Thread of Hope (The Peace Cloth Song) by Ron Rich.

It comes to us in pieces

Of words and harmonies

Threads of love we've gathered

Bound by memories

An idea who's time is over due

As simple as it seems

Only peace can save us from ourselves
Only peace can set us free

It comes to us in pieces

Stitched with special care

To show the world that peace is something
That we all can share

So I'll take one end

You take the other, with friends and family
We'll take it around the world

To show that all we need is peace

Just a thread of hope
Why can't we see
That all we need is peace

It comes to us in pieces

Stitched with special care

To show the world that peace is something
That we all can share

So you take one end

And I'll take the other, with friends and family
We'll take it around the world

To show that all we need is peace

Just a thread of hope
Why can't we see

That all we need is peace
That all we need is peace
That all we need is peace

Ron Rich, 2002



(http://www.cabinsong.com)

Activities for Grades 2-5Self-respect and Personal Identity
Theme and objective:

The following activities are geared for the younger students. These can be altered as
appropriate for age or grade. Such activities can be used in the following areas: Reading/
Language Arts/ Social Studies/ Science/Math/ Art/ Music

Lesson

1. Students can build their class KidsO Peace Cloth by tracing and cutting out their own
handprints.

2. Each handprint can be glued or stitched to a cloth that is three feet wide by whatever
length is needed to accommodate the handprints of all.

3. Students should write their own personal character traits on each finger of the
handprints. Students are also invited to become an Oambassador to the worldO by
drawing a picture, writing a poem or a message on their handprint. Remind students
that, instead of violence or pain, hands should be used to create healing, pleasure, and
peace.

4. Display in room or school predominantly.

Activities for Grades 5-9World Citizenship

In June of 1992, The United Nations Conference on Environment and Development was
held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, and that conference produceRiohBeclaration At the

same time, The Voice of Children International Campaign, a Norwegian youth
organization, conducted a ChildrenOs Hearing allowing youth to question and appeal to
world leaders to consider childrenOs viewpoints on the important issues being
discussedE. The ChildrenOs Hearing at the Rio Conference produé@peal to World
Leaders which follows. The Appeal serves as the text from which to promote dialogue,
discussion, and learning activities.O

Children's Appeal to World Leaders

1. WE WANT TO INHERIT A CLEAN EARTH.We would like everybody to understand that the Earth is
like a beautiful garden in which no one has the right to destroy anything. We would like our
grandchildren to know: What is a tree, a fish, a dog. Leave us trees to climb in.

2. ECOLOGY IS NOT JUST TREES, ANIMALS AND RIVERS; IT IS ALSO HUNGER AND THE
HOMELESS.We should all help our brothers and sisters who have been abandoned on the streets.
Eliminate poverty. We want you to understand that all excessive consumption affects developing
countries most.



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

WE WANT CHILDREN'S RIGHTS TO BE RESPECTED ALL OVER THE WORLBo child
should be imprisoned or beaten, no child should die of hunger or from diseases that could easily be
prevented. All children have a right to have parents.

WE WANT EVERY GIRL AND BOY IN THE WORLD TO GET AN EDUCATION FOR A

BETTER STARTIN LIFE. WE WANT TO SEE ILLITERACY WIPED OUTt is our future and we

want to have a say in it. We want to be educated in such a way that we get the courage to speak our
minds. We want a world without discrimination.

WE WANT VERY STRICT LAWS AGAINST DESTROYING NATURE. Anybody polluting the
environmentshould have to pay large fines. Stop producing materials that harm the ozone layer or it
will be broken and the sun's rays will burn us. Stop global warming, reduce carbon dioxide emissions.
Cut the use of fossil fuels, use sun and wind power. Instead of drilling for more oil, use energy less
wastefully.

WE WANT YOU TO STOP USING NUCLEAR POWER.End nuclear testing in our oceans and seas.
We demand the removal of all nuclear power stations.

WE DON'T WANT OUR CITIES TO BE RUINED BY CARS.We don't want to be sick from exhaust
fumes. We want you to make cars that don't pollute. Public transportation should be better, cheaper and
more efficient than private cars. Make it easier for us all to use our bicycles.

WE DON'T WANT OUR WORLD TO DROWN IN RUBBISH. NOBODY SHOULD BE
ALLOWED TODUMP THEIR RUBBISH IN OTHER COUNTRIES. Stop littering, make less waste.
We don't need all the packaging materials.

WE WOULD LIKE ALL THINGS TO BE RECYCLED.Make it easier for people to recycle their
rubbish. Stop producing disposables.

PLEASE, LEADERS OF THE WORLD, GIVE US CLEAN DRINKING WATER. Without water
there is nolife. Too many children are drinking Oclayish® water from shallow wells; pipe-borne water is
still a luxury. Too many children spend hours walking a long way to find water.

WE FEAR THAT WHEN WE GROW UP THERE WILL BE NO FISH IN THE OCEAN. We want
you to stopoil spills in the oceans, to stop factories from releasing their sewage and waste into rivers
and lakes. The sea cannot absorb poison without being harmed.

ANIMALS HAVE AS MUCH RIGHT TO LIVE ON THIS EARTH AS WE DO. Protect endangered
animals;stop buying products made from rare animals. People should be able to do without real fur
coats, crocodile leather or jewelry from ivory. Ban animal testing for cosmetics, ban killing animals for
sport.

WE WANT MORE DONE TO SAVE WHAT IS LEFT OF THE NATIVE FORESTS. The rainforests

are hometo many people and animals. We want indigenous peoples to be able to live by their own
rules. Don't cut down all the native trees because the birds need homes, just like all the children in the
world.

WE ARE AFRAID OF BEING SWEPT OFF THE FACE OF OUR COUNTRY BY THE
APPROACHINGDESERT. Stop bush-burning and overgrazing that is killing our trees and hurting our
grassland vegetation. We want canals to be built alongside the main rivers to prevent flooding. Stop
building large dams against people's wishes.

ALL HAVE A RIGHT TO LIVE IN PEACE.The money spent on military armaments should be



16.

spent on saving the planet. Instead of making bombs, improve the standard of living in the world.

THE EARTH IS A SINGLE COUNTRY, AND ALL PEOPLE ARE ITS CITIZENS. We have to

share thisplanet, so don't be selfish. We want food to be shared so that everyone has enough. We want
clean water and a home for all people. We are worried about pollution, war and children starving, while
others donOt appreciate the food they get. We are afraid that the world will soon belong only to the rich.
THIS EARTH IS MORE VALUABLE THAN ALL THE MONEY IN THE WORLD.WE

WANT ALL COUNTRIES TO WORK TOGETHER TO PROTECT IT.

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 1992 http://www.un.org/Pubs/CyberSchoolBus/peace/ChildrensAppea).htm

Lesson #1

1.

Teachers should place students into groups of two to four members. Make sure that
the groups are diverse and gender-balanced.

Distribute a copy of th€hildrenOs Appeal to World Lead@ysach group. Read the
Appealas a class, discuss the ideas stated and how realistic they are. Discuss OwhyO or
Owhy notO are they realistic?

Have each group select (or teacher assign) one to two of the statements from the
Appeal working to avoid duplication, and discuss how each statement can become
reality. Students should be encouraged or directed to research what has been done,
what is being done currently, and what plans exist for future work to accomplish
these goals. Allow Library or computer time for research.

Students should create a group paper with their responses and research results to the
class. Create panels of cloth designed to represent what should ultimately be done to
make the world a safer and more environmentally friendly place for all to co-exist.
Cloth OmodelsO, sketches, paintings, and verses can be used to represent these
concepts. These panels can become a part of the class contribution for the John
Denver Memorial KidsO Cloth.

Students should decide for themselves how they will present their papers and panels
to the class. All students in each group should be responsible for some part of the
presentation. A predetermined time should be set by the teacher for both the research
and the presentations.

Discuss the value of what the students have learned from this activity.

(Adapted from Smith, David C. and Terrance R. CarEolucating for a Peaceful Futur@oronto: Kagan
and Woo, Limited. 1998: 231-237.
http://www.un.org/Pubs/CyberSchoolBus/peace/content3_1.htm )

Activities for grades 9-10Social Justice, Leadership, and Gloljal -

12: optional) Citizenship

Theme and objective:



Since this unit for the high school student deals with Osocial justice, leadership, and
global citizenship,O this level of peace education must Ocome aliveO for the learner.
Peace is not something just to be studied to be understood; Oits seeds are sown in every
relationship in all learning communities around the globe.O As Dr. Martin Luther King,

Jr., spoke:

Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. We are caught in an
inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny. Whatever
affects one directly, affects all indirectly.

Students can begin their understanding of social justice by asking themselves

o Why is it not possible for human civilization, with its abundance of natural,
economic, technological, and cultural resources, to provide adequately for the basic
needs of all people on the planet?

o What are the roots of world hunger and poverty?

What is the current distribution of the worldOs wealth and how did it get the way?

o What is the average level of education for citizens of the worldOs poorest countries?
The worldOs richest countries?

o What is the impact of globalization on rural communities throughout the world? On
organized labor? On the fulfilment of human rights?

o How does pollution affect the lives of women, men, and children in developing
countries? In industrialized countries?

o What is the impact of long-term military presence on the environment? On child and
maternal health?

O

(http://www.un.org/Pubs/CyberSchoolBus/peace/content3_3.htm

By challenging students to learn the answers to such questions, they are presented the
opportunity to become active learners in finding the solutions. One way to increase their
awareness of local and world issues is to teach them to critically examine the news and
media. OAs noted in Article IV of the UNESCOOs I¥tdaration on Fundamental
Principles Concerning the Contribution of the Mass Media to Strengthening Peace and
International Understanding, to the Promotion of Human Rights and to Countering
Racialism, Apartheid and Incitement to Wahe mass media have an essential part to
play in the education of young people in a spirit of peace, justice, freedom, mutual
respect and understanding, in order to promote human rights, equality of rights as
between all human beings and all nations, and economic and social progress. Equally,
they have an important role to play in making known the views and aspirations of the
younger generation.

In the following activities, students will be exploring the role of media resources
together, as well as the current challenges to social justice.

Learning objectives
Students will:

Gain Knowledge _ _ _ _ _
o Develop a clear understanding of conflict- local, national, or international.



o Understand the different causes and consequences of conflict.

o Explore the Oroles the news media plays in portraying events and conveying
information.O

o Gain connections between the present and the future.

Develop Skills

Use skills in critical thinking and conflict analysis.

Learn techniques to filter information presented by the media.
Practice communication skills and working in teamwork.
Learn to participate actively in civic affairs.

Demonstrate their ability to articulate future goals.

O

oooo

Develop Positive Attitudes
o Demonstrate social responsibility and world-mindedness
o Display co-operative approach to learning

Social Studies/ Journalism/ Environmental Studies/ Language Arts Child-care
Instruction/ Computer Technology

Lesson #1

The teacher should begin this lesson with a discussion or clarification of Ocredible news
sourcesO and Oprimary sourcesO. Students will analyze the texts of various types of news
stories.

1. Discuss local, national, or international conflicts to prepare students for this work.
Instruct students to bring to class media articles about a specific conflict so that all
students are investigating the same topic. Use newspapers, magazines, and Internet
news sources, making certain that the web sites are credible. This exercise would also
work with an investigation of peace-related topics, such as world politics, health care,
the environment, the workings of the United Nations, or other topics.

2. Collect and read the stories, or have them read aloud to determine the most
informative articles demonstrating different perspectives. Select from three to five
articles and make copies so each student has a personal copy to use. Use the articles
for writing and marking, and to use later.

3. Divide the class into three groups identified as red, blue, or green, and distribute the
articles to each group member. Using colored pens, instruct one group to mark in red
the underlying or explicit causes of the conflict.

4. Instruct the next group to mark in blue the consequences of the conflict, both
immediate and long-term.

5. The final group should be instructed to mark in green the parties who are involved in
the conflict. Identify these as specifically as possible.

6. After completing that step, new groups should be selected. Be certain that at least one
person from each red, blue, or green group is in the new groups of three or more
persons.

7. Students should explain their text selections to the others, and compose at least three
sentences to describe the conflict from the articles. These sentences must include the



causes, the parties involved, and the consequences of the conflict.

8. The class should share these concise descriptions with the whole class. Note that the
same information leads to different conclusions. Highlight the various perspectives
and interpretations that may be concluded.

9. Direct students to interview a partner and discuss what was learned from studying
these news articles.

(Adapted fromChildren Working for PeaceJNICEF.
http://www.un.org/PubsCyberSchoolBus/peace/content3 %.htm




HEROES

Theme and Objective:

To demonstrate a non-violent way of accomplishing goals by Owhat one man [woman)]
can do.O Profiles of Christa McAuliffe, John Muir and John Denver are offered as
examples of Oheroes for the planetO, i.e., individuals who performed great deeds for
humanity and the environment. Students should think of themselves as heroes, and from
these examples, determine how they can achieve OgreatnessO in their own lives.

Learning Objective
Students will

Gain Knowledge

o Gain knowledge of individual action to achieve a peaceful purpose in the world for
the good of all people.

o Learn that education is a means to accomplishment.

Develop Skills

o Practice active listening.

Demonstrate cooperation in learning.

Develop the ability to participate in discussion.

Write (as ability allows) a short essay/paragraph.

Create an art project pertaining to individual heroes. .
Create a panel(s) to contribute to the John Denver Memorial Peace Cloth KidsO Cloth
(http://www.johndenverpeacecloth.com/kidscloth.html

o Learn a song that relates to peace.

[y iy W iy

Develop Positive Attitudes
o Gain appreciation for the heroes of the past.
o Display concern for all people.

READ or listen to the song Sierra written by Kyle Vincent

The acoustic guitar driven "Sierra," was inspired by the works of John Denver and John
Muir. It is Vincent's plea to promote peace and caring for our planet." "I always thought
Denver had used his fame in an appropriate manner," Vincent said. "And John Muir was
an amazing guy who saw all this coming 130 years ago. What | wouldn't give to have a
think tank of Muir, Denver, and (Henry David) Thoreau making our environmental
choices."

Sierra

Everyday was perfect

You could see the clear blue sky
It didnOt have to break through
All the haze we made

While driving through the maze



And every beach was so serene
With water clean enough to drink
It made you think that life is great
And that itOs not too late

To save the air we breathe

This road we lead

Will leave us longing for the green
Of yesterday

Oh yes, today

| miss a day so far away

Where have you gone John Muir?

Mother nature cries her weary eyes to you
She needs you now more than ever

Only you can show us what to do

WeOve dried the lakes

WeOve fished the streams
WeOve cut the forests

Those before us would abhor us
For the damage that weOve done

While having fun

At the expense of losing sense
For what is right and what is wrong
We canOt go on, or just go along
This is my song calling to you

Where have you gone John Denver?

| still can hear your voice echo through
ItOs not too long we still remember
Your words of harmony rang true

| sit and watch the clock go tock
[tOs running out

| wonder how far we will go

Before we know weOve gone too far
To turn around

Where have you gone my fellow man?
Heaven hold a place for those who say
IOm going to stand up and save this land
Before it all goes away

Before itOs all gone away.

Kyle Vincent
New England Music
(http://www.kylevincent.comn




READ the following story about Teacher/Astronaut Christa MacAuliffe

Rachel Cleaver from Nashville, Tennessee, writes: Christa McAuliffe encompassed all of the values and
ideals that | hope to someday possess and bring into my classroom. As an education major, | hope to touch
the lives of my students the way Christa touched the lives of hers. | have always had a fascination with
space and space travel, but my first love is teaching. Because of Christa's example, | now know that | can
accomplish both of these dreams. My goal is to become the first teacher on a permanent space colony in
outer space. | know this sounds far fetched, but my hero, Christa McAuliffe, taught me to dare to dream.
She also taught me that one of the greatest professions in the world is teaching. | live by her words, "I
touch the future...l teach."

Christa McAuliffe
by Susannah Abbey

Sharon Christa McAuliffe, the first teacher to fly in space. Selected from mong more than 11,000

applicants from the education profession for entrance into the astronaut ranks, McAuliffe had been born on
September 2, 1948, the oldest child of Edward and Grace Corrigan. Her father was at that time completing
his sophomore year at Boston College, but not long thereafter he took a job as an assistant comptroller in a
Boston department store and the family moved to the Boston suburb of Framingham. As a youth she
registered excitement over the Apollo moon landing program, and wrote years later on her astronaut
application form that "l watched the Space Age being born and | would like to participate.”

McAuliffe attended Framingham State College in her hometown, graduating in 1970. A few weeks later she
married her longtime boyfriend, Steven McAuliffe, and they moved to the Washington, DC, metropolitan
area so Steven could attend Georgetown Law School. She took a job teaching in the secondary schools,
specializing in American history and social studies. They stayed in the Washington area for the next eight
years while she taught and completed an M.A. from Bowie State University, in Maryland. They moved to
Concord, New Hampshire, in 1978 when Steven accepted a job as an assistant to the state attorney general.
Christa took a teaching post at Concord High School in 1982, and in 1984 learned about NASA's efforts to
locate an educator to fly on the Shuttle. The intent was to find a gifted teacher who could communicate with
students from space.

NASA selected McAuliffe for this position in the summer of 1984 and in the fall she took a year-long leave
of absence from teaching, during which time NASA would pay her salary, and trained for an early 1986
Shuttle mission. McAuliffe had stated that her goal as the first teacher in space was to "humanize the Space
Age by giving a perspective from a non-Astronaut." She had an immediate rapport with the media, and the
teacher in space program received tremendous popular attention as a result. It is in part because of the
excitement over McAuliffe's presence on the Challenger that the accident had such a significant impact on
the nation. Today, there are elementary schools named after her in many states, including Florida, Colorado
and California.

Read more about Christa McAuliffe attp://www.myhero.com/hero.asp?hero=christa

READ the following story about John Muir

John Muir

By Harold W. Wood, Jr.

EET3

He has been called the “greatest Californian” “the father of our national parks” and “protector of the
wilds.” But John Muir saw himself as an ordinary citizen of the universe, and in fact, wrote his address as
“John Muir, Earth-Planet, Universe.”



John Muir combined a traditionally romantic and radically new vision of man’s place in nature. Writing in
the late nineteenth and early twentieth century, his was at once a scientific and a poetic voice for
preservation of the natural environment. John Muir saw nature as not just a storehouse of raw materials for
man’s economic needs, but as a spiritual resource as well. He wrote, with characteristic humor, “Our crude
civilization engenders a multitude of wants, and lawgivers are ever at their wit’s end devising. The hall and
the theater and the church have been invented, and compulsory education. Why not add compulsory
recreation?”

But Muir wasn’t talking of mere escapism, for the recreation he advocated was in reality the discovery of
what makes life most worthwhile for many people — the wondrous beauty of the forests, the mountains, and
the wild places. “Keep close to Nature’s heart...and break clear away, once in awhile, and climb a
mountain or spend a week in the woods.” Muir lived these principles himself in his adventurous life —
whether climbing the Sierra peaks, traversing Alaskan glaciers, riding an avalanche down a mountain and
surviving, exploring the source of waterfalls, or traveling all over the world to see trees and mountain
landscapes.

John Muir’s radicalism manifested itself in the non-anthropocentric view of nature which saw man as part
of the natural world rather than at the center of it. He noted: When we try to pick out anything by itself, we
find it hitched to everything else in the Universe.” This was a remarkable insight by a man who was born
150 years ago, who lived when industrialism was just getting into full swing.

He recognized that all living things were a part of the whole, and that if we lose that whole, we lose part of
ourselves. “There is not a ‘fragment’ in all nature, for every relative fragment of one thing is a full
harmonious unit in itself.” For Muir, this was not a matter of merely conserving natural resources, but a
matter of human physical and psychic survival. Muir wrote, “I know that our bodies were made to thrive
only in pure air, and the scenes in which pure air is found.” He advocated preservation of natural areas for
reasons of mental health: “Come to the woods, for here is rest. There is no repose like that of the green
deep woods. Here grow the wallflower and the violet. The squirrel will come and sit upon your knee, the
log cock will wake you in the morning. Sleep in forgetfulness of all ill. Of all the upness accessible to
mortals, there is no upness comparable to the mountains.”

Muir’s insights were landmarks in the history of environmental conservation. The words and deeds of John
Muir led to the establishment of the U.S. National Park System, (including, during his lifetime, Yosemite,
Sequoia, Grand Canyon, Petrified Forest, and other parks). He was the founding president of the Sierra
Club, which remains today the leading American grassroots organization for protecting wilderness and the
human environment. He was not always successful, however. Some say he died of a broken heart when
his beloved Hetch Hetchy Valley, within Yosemite National Park, was lost to a dam and a reservoir for a
San Francisco water supply, even though less damaging options existed. But that loss inspired
conservationists to work tirelessly to prevent dams in other national parks like the Grand Canyon and
Dinosaur National Monument.

John Muir’s life and voice remain a continuing inspiration to people today all over the world who are
striving to protect the last fragments of living wilderness. Teaching us that nature is not just a commodity
but an integrated whole, Muir showed us that it is the flow of life itself that must be preserved if humanity
is to continue to thrive on this planet. He envisioned Earth as a divinely-appointed home of natural beauty,
if we would only keep it that way.

“When we contemplate the whole globe as one great dewdrop, striped and dotted with continents and
islands, flying through space with other stars all singing and shining together as one, the whole universe
appears as an infinite storm of beauty.”

John Muir is a hero who can best be honored by individuals doing what they can to live his message and
protect the environment.



Read more about John Muir attp://www.myhero.com/hero.asp?hero=muir

READ the following story about John Denver

John Denver
by Ann Schnitz, Ph.D.

Singer, songwriter, guitarist, actor, producer, philanthropist, humanitarian: these are only some of the

many hats John Denver wore in a career of which few entertainers dare even dream. Time and time again,
his musical success served as a springboard into new fields of endeavor where John consistently proved that
nice guys CAN and DO finish first. As a result, his audience never knew where he might take them next --
Alaska, Australia, to the depths of the oceans with Jacques Cousteau, to concert halls all around the United
States and all around the world, to China and Russia and India, to the blackest reaches of space and to the
very limits of imagination. And every step had a purposeful goal in mind -- to awaken peopleOs hearts and
minds to the condition of their fellow inhabitants of Spaceship Earth, be they human or otherwise.

John Denver was born Henry John Deutschendorf Jr., in Roswell, New Mexico on December 31, 1943.

The son of an Air Force colonel with roots in the Oklahoma heartland, Denver was always in touch with

the Earth. OThe out of doors was always my best and truest friend,O he often said. And although the family
moved around a great deal during his formative years, he found places to hike and explore, be they the
deserts of Arizona or the forests of Alabama.

While in college in the early 600s, the Ofolk bugO bit, and Denver, like so many other young people,

dropped out to pursue his dream of music. He went on to become one of the top five recording artists in

the history of the music industry, having achieved 15 gold and 8 platinum albums in the U.S. alone; he had
many gold and platinum sales overseas as well, in countries including Australia, Germany and the United
Kingdom. In 1981, RCA Records gave him a special achievement award for ®John DenverOs Greatest HitsO,
which sold in excess of 10 million copies in the United States, making it the biggest seller in RCAOs

history. At that time, only a small handful of albums by other artists had reached this lofty perch, among

them Carole KingOs OTapestryO and Simon and GarfunkelOs, OBridge Over Troubled WaterO.

Never content to rest on his laurels, however, John Denver soon found himself with enough momentum to
take his message to the public in the form of other, related pursuits. The first side street the music took

him down was television, where he proved himself to be a natural. Between 1974 and 1991, John starred in
fifteen variety specials on ABC and CBS, one of which, OAn Evening With John DenverO (featuring footage
of John diving in Belize with Jacques Cousteau and onboard OCalypso0), earned a National Academy of
Television Arts and Sciences Emmy Award for the Best Musical Variety Special of 1975. Another, ORocky
Mountain ChristmasO (1976), was nominated but did not win. The list of JohnOs co-stars on these shows
reads like a WhoOs Who of Entertainment and includes such notables as Frank Sinatra, Danny Kaye, Doris
Day, Dick Van Dyke, the Muppets, Olivia Newton-John, Tina Turner, Steve Martin, Johnny Cash, Glen
Campbell, Itzak Perlman, Beverly Sills and many others. Not to mention eagles, grizzly bears and
mountain lions.

JohnOs specials garnered large television audiences and it was with this in mind that several other shows of a
more informative nature were produced. Two of these specials, ORocky Mountain Reunion0, in which

native animal species were reintroduced to the wilderness of Colorado, and OThe Higher We FlyO, a
documentary on the history of aviation, received three special achievement awards at national and
international film festivals and four from such groups as the Western Heritage CenterOs National Cowboy

Hall of Fame and the Aviation/Space WriterOs Association.

Two other specials highlighted the wilderness and wildlife of Canada (Bighorn!, 1972) and that of Alaska



(John Denver in Alaska -- The American Child, 1978). The latter special was produced to coincide with
hearings on the Alaska National Interest Lands Act, which was being debated before Congress at the time.
It contains a passionate plea to protect that which is irreplaceable, before it is too late.

It was perhaps in humanitarian pursuits, however, that John DenverOs music provided him with his greatest
accomplishments, not all of which were awards in the traditional sense. As his celebrity grew, he found
himself given opportunities to participate in projects and organizations that stimulated him, both

intellectually and emotionally, and his boundless charisma motivated others to involve themselves as well.
Here again, he proved himself as a leader, and a tireless advocate for the eradication of hunger in the world,
the preservation of the environment and the protection of human rights.

Through his Ouniversal language of musicO, his concert tours reached millions globally, from the U.S. and
Canada, throughout Europe, Australia, New Zealand, Asia and the United Kingdom. More recently, his
travels took him to the Soviet Union, where he visited for the first time in 1984 as a good-will ambassador
and performed private concerts. These were the first performances by an American artist since the
suspension of cultural exchange between the U.S. and the U.S.S.R. several years earlier. In 1987, he
returned to perform a benefit concert for the victims of Chernobyl. Additionally, John was the first artist
from the west to extensively tour China. In Vietnam, where he was invited to play, his concerts there were
either the first given by a western artist since the war or the first concert by a western artist ever.

In 1977, John co-founded The Hunger Project (and sat on the Board of Directors from 1981-1993), which
grew out of his increasing awareness of human suffering as he traveled throughout the world and from his
discussions with his friend Harry Chapin (who founded the organization World Hunger Year). He was
appointed to President Jimmy CarterOs Commission on World and Domestic Hunger, on which he served
for two years. In 1984, he traveled to Africa, in association with The Hunger Project, UNICEF and Save
the Children, on a fact-finding mission, to alert the world to famine there. A year later, his work on the
issue of world hunger earned him the Presidential OWorld Without Hunger® award, conferred by President
Ronald Reagan. That same year, he was awarded the NASA Medal for Public Service, as a result of his
efforts on behalf of the Citizens in Space program and the general public relations he performed for the
space agency.

John sat on the advisory boards of several other organizations, including The Cousteau Society, the
National Space Institute, Friends of the Earth, est, The Human/Dolphin Foundation, Plant-It 2000, The
Kushi Foundation, Music Associates of Aspen, Earth Island Institute and The Challenger Center.

His concern for the environment lead to his involvement with The National Arbor Day Foundation, for
which he was a spokesman in nationally broadcast public service announcements. He also leant his
presence and his music to such gatherings as Farm Aid (I - V), The International Whaling Commission and
various celebrations for Earth Day, 1990. He testified before Congress on numerous occasions, most
notably in defense of the Alaska National Interests Lands Act, signed into law by Presidential Proclamation
in 1980 (John was present at the signing of the bill) and at the record labeling hearings in 1985, and made
speeches throughout the country and the world on behalf of the causes for which he worked so diligently.

But just as his music was shared on an intimate, one-to-one basis, perhaps his greatest contribution came
from sharing his messages of enlightenment with other individuals who saw him as a guiding light. To
that end, in 1976, John co-founded The Windstar Foundation with Tom Crum, as a forum for the
exploration of the human mind, heart and spirit.

So, how to sum up John DenverOs accomplishments? He was his own, fully-realized accomplishment.
When he departed this world at 53, in 1997, he left behind a legacy of caring and involvement. He used his
awesome talents not just to express his own feelings but to be the VOICE for those who could not speak
for themselves -- the unfortunate, the souls in the wilderness, the hungry. The award given to him in 1993
(and the first time a non-classical musician was ever so honored) -- The Albert Schweitzer Music Award --
may have said it best: Ofor a lifeOs work dedicated to music and devoted to humanity.O



After reading these stories about the lives of heroes, complete the following:

Activities for Grades 2-7

Lesson #1

1. Using the information from the essays above, discuss the character traits of heroes
like bravery, intelligence, honesty, commitment, etc.

2. Discuss whether these traits made these individuals a Ohero.O

3. Write (to ability) about what traits characterize a hero for each student.

4. Discuss the various traits and reasons identified.

Lesson #2

1. Write a list of various professions on the board (i.e. teacher, doctor, police officer,

nurse, electrician, lawyer, plumber, salesperson, etc.).

2. Discuss each profession thoroughly by having the students explain what they
know about each. Have them identify by name, if they can, someone from each
profession and what they admire about those persons.

3. Discuss whether or not any of these people are heroes, based on the character
traits identified by the students, and how they affect the lives of other people.

Lesson #3

1. Instruct all students to identify who is their personal hero, and write a paragraph
or an essay (to ability) explaining why.

2. Be sure to explain how that hero has positively affected that studentOs life.

3. Ask tlhe students to identify the character traits that they want to show with their
own lives.

Activities for Grades 5-12

Lesson #1

1. Using any of the previous articles read, create a drawing, painting, sketch, or
collage of the main character. Create a panel for the KidsO Cloth of the John
Denver Memorial Peace Cloth using paints and fabric.

2. Incorporate into the piece of art (to the best of ability) the traits that a are
determined by each student to best exemplify the person identified.



3. Discuss the techniques used and why they were chosen.

4. Discuss how/ why the character traits are demonstrated.
Lesson #2
1. Instruct your students to write an essay (as appropriate for ability) entitled, OIf |

Were a Hero, | WouldE.O

2. This paper should encourage students to think of themselves as heroes and to feel
good about themselves.

Lesson #3

1. Create a OOne WorldO Wall Mural that celebrates the themes of common
humanity, unity, peace, justice, and equality. This could also be out of fabric that
could become a panel for the KidsO Cloth.

2. Define the term OOne WorldO and discuss its meaning to the students as citizens
of the world. Compare the meaning to OpeaceO, and write both words with their
meanings on a large poster or a wall poster.

3. Add the studentsO definitions of humanity, unity, justice, and equality.



ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Theme and Objective:

To demonstrate the accomplishment of goals using a variety of non-violent means and
learn to respect differing opinions.

Learning Objective
Students will:

Gain Knowledge

o Gain knowledge about wolves and ecology

o Learn that issues can sometimes be very complicated

o Learn that goals can be accomplished through non-violence

Develop Skills

Practice active listening.

Demonstrate cooperation in learning

Learn how to conduct research, using online materials
Develop the ability to participate in discussion.

Develop the ability to think critically and argue pursuasively

[ iy W iy

Develop Positive Attitudes _
o Learn to respect othersO ideas and beliefs
o Learn that wildlife is important for humanity, for both ecological and spiritual reasons

READ or listen to Yellowstone, Coming Home

One of the last songs written by John Denver, it is a celebration of the return of the wolf
to Yellowstone National Park, which is situated in Idaho, Wyoming and Montana . Many
find peace in wilderness, in natural settings and feels that the preservation of these natural
environments are important. Moreover, the reintroduction of the wolf represents a
successful conservation project that was accomplished by scientists, politicians and lay
people all working together for a common goal. However, it is not without controversy,
and is also an example of conflict management. This is also an important theme to teach.

Yellowstone, Coming Home
Oh-000 0h-000 0h-000 oh-000
Oh, the Yellowstone, Oh the buffalo free

Oh, my brother the wolf, my lover the moon
Oh, the little one, oh, the joy that I fell



Oh, the love in my heart, a wilderness song

Oh-000 0h-000 0oh-000 oh-000

Oh, the waterfall, Oh the river that runs
Oh, my brother the wind, my sister the sea
Oh, the ocean shore, oh the castles of stone
Oh, the mountain top calling to me

Oh-000 oh-000, coming home oh-000 oh-oo0

Returning, forever returning, coming home
Belonging, forever belonging, never alone

Oh, the mystery, Oh the dreaming of dreams
Oh, my brother my own, my sister my own
Oh, the tenderness, Oh, the longing for love
Oh, the beautiful way, the sweet coming home
Oh-000 oh-000, coming home oh-000 oh-oo0

John Denver, Cherry Lane Music, 1997
recorded by Cassandra Delaney Denver (http://www.cassandramusic.com)

READ the following story about the reintroduction of the wolf to Yellowstone National
Park

From http://www.nps.gov/yell/nature/animals/wolf/wolfrest.html
and http://www.ncseonline.org/NLE/CR Sreports/Biodiversity/biodv-

13.cfm?&CFID=6622718&CFTOKEN

Two species of wolves exist in North America; the gray wolf, Canis lupus, and the red wolf, Canis rufus.
The historic range of the gray wolf included most of North America, from central Mexico to the Arctic
Ocean, except for red wolf habitat in the southeastern United States. As European settlement expanded into
wolf habitat, interactions between wolves and humans became more frequent. Several effects of this
settlement played an important role in the decline of wolf populations. First was the clearing of forest
habitat in the eastern United States. This was accompanied by a significant over-hunting of deer and elk
populations, the preferred prey of the wolf. Lastly, as settlers turned to raising livestock, fear of predation
led to eradication programs that poisoned, trapped, and shot remaining wolf populations. In 1914, Congress
authorized funding for the removal of all large predators, including wolves, from federal lands. By the
1940s, humans had eliminated red and gray wolves from almost all of their historic range in the contiguous
48 states.

When Yellowstone National Park was established in 1872, Northern Rocky Mountain wolves, a subspecies
of the gray wolf, freely roamed the west and made the park their home. But as with other populations of
wolves, these too were severely depleted and by the 1970s, scientists found no evidence of wolves in
Yellowstone.



The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS)’s 1987 Northern Rocky Mountain Wolf Recovery Plan
proposed reintroduction of an "experimental population" of wolves into Yellowstone. USFWS and
Canadian wildlife biologists captured wolves in Canada and released them in 1995 and 1996. Each wolf
was radio-collared when captured in Canada. For about 8-10 weeks while temporarily penned, the wolves
experienced minimal human contact. Approximately once each week, they were fed roadkills. They were
guarded by rangers and other volunteers who minimized the amount of visual contact between wolves and
humans. The pen sites and surrounding areas were closed and marked to prevent unauthorized entry.
Biologists used radio-telemetry to check on the welfare of wolves.

Although concern was expressed about the wolves becoming habituated to humans or to the captive
conditions, the temporary holding period was not long in the life of a wolf. In Alaska and Canada, wolves
are seldom known to develop the habituated behaviors seen more commonly in grizzly bears. Wolves,
while social among their own kind, typically avoid human contact. They are highly efficient predators with
well-developed predatory instincts. Their social structure and pack behavior minimizes their need to
scavenge food or garbage available from human sources. Compared to bears, whose diet is predominantly
vegetarian, wolves have less specific habitat requirements. The wolves' primary need is for prey, which is
most likely to be elk, deer, and other ungulates in these recovery areas.

In 1995, fourteen wolves were released into Yellowstone National Park. In 1996, seventeen more wolves
were brought from Canada and released. After release, several thousand visitors were lucky to view wolves
chasing and killing elk or interacting with bears during spring. A park ranger and a group of visitors
watched a most exciting encounter between two packs which likely resulted in one young wolf's death. This
was not the first fatal encounter between wolves, although human-caused mortalities still outnumber inter-
pack strife as a cause of wolf deaths.

Yellowstone's first fourteen wolves bore two litters totalling nine pups. In 1996, four packs produced
fourteen pups. After the wolves’ release in 1996, plans to transplant additional wolves were terminated due
to reduced funding and due to the wolves' unexpected early reproductive success.

In early 1997, ten young wolves, orphaned when their parents were involved in livestock depredation on
the Rocky Mountain Front in northwestern Montana, were released into the park. In the spring of the wolf
restoration project's third year, nine packs of wolves produced 13 litters of 64 pups. Lone wolves continued
to roam widely, but most of the wolves remained primarily within the boundaries of Yellowstone National
Park

The return of the only species known to be missing from the world's first national park for the past half-
century has been a milestone in ecological restoration. However, to date, ranchers are still fighting the
reintroduction of wolves to the park, claiming losses of their sheep and cattle from wolf predation. To this
end, the ranchers filed a lawsuit, and in December 1997, U.S. District Judge William Downes ruled that all
the wolves and their offspring must be removed.

However, the ruling to remove wolves was overturned in 2000, but at that time, they were classified as a
“nonessential experimental population.” Though the wolves were still on the Endangered Species list, their
new classification gave humans more freedom to take action. A rancher can shoot a wolf if he or she
catches it in the act of killing a calf or lamb.

Activities for Grades 5-12

Lesson #XAdapted from
http://www.powayschools.com/projects/mt&r/ConflictY ellowstoneWolf.ptm )
1. Learn about wolf behavior and biology by researching online sources. Ask questions




such as: Why do wolves howl? How do their family groups function? Why are they
essential parts of the environment?

2. Research the current state of the wolf reintroduction program. Discuss why wolf
biology and human needs may be in conflict, emphasizing the different opinions of:
wildlife biologists, ranchers, politicians, lay people.

3. Break into groups of 3 to 6 students. Assign each group to one of the opinions and
create a position paper outlining the research findings and how they best support the
position of the group (i.e., role play).

4. Stage a debate between the groups, in which the facts and positions are presented. Do
not discourage emotional outbursts. Discuss how emotions can often overrule cool,
intellectual discourse.

5. Discuss how the differing positions can work together to create the best possible
solution for all.

Lesson #2

1. Introduce the concept aboperationas a means of learning from each other.
Discuss how this is important in competition (such as sports and recreation,
economics, debate, law, etc.). Ask and discuss why OcooperationO is important in
Peace Education.

2. Demonstrate an example of cooperation by forming pairs of students who sit
opposite their partner at a desk or table, Instruct them to clasp hands, as if to arm
wrestle. Explain that when the partnersO hand touches the table, a point is gained
for the handn the table. Remind them that no one is to inflict pain, hurt or harm
one another.

3. Allow two to four minutes for the students to gain points. Give a ten second
warning before calling time. Debrief and ask which students gained the most
points.

4. Point out the need for a cooperative approach in this angle to the game. Each

student must be willing to allow the other to touch his or her hand to the table in
order to accumulate points for themselves.

5. Explain the Owin-winO approach to this game, where all participants end up
feeling that they have succeeded.

Lesson #3

1. To commemorate the yearly celebration of Earth Day (April 22), science classes
can celebrate diversity and community by creating OgardensO by the students.
These can be in the ground or in containers in the classroom.

2. Students respond to colors, so they can research the choices available by their
ancestral countries as well as native to their local home areas.

3. Colorful gardens reflect the beauty of cultural as well as botanical diversity, and



students should be asked to select their own flowers/plants.

4, Some suggested flowers and countries they could represent include: North
America: phlox South America: barberry (a shrub) China: butterfly bush India:
impatiens Siberia: Siberian flag Australia: everlasting flower Greece: lavender

5. Have students create plant tags for each name for the plant or flower
6. Older students could be responsible for researching the botanical names and

qualities of the various plants and reporting to the class on the findings of their
research. Study the history and usages of the plants.

7. Ethnic cooking and cultural celebrations can be conducted in the classroom, such
as Cinco de Mayo Day.

8. Create a cookbook for the uses of any vegetables, or a decorating and landscaping
book for the uses of the flowers. Demonstrate how these plants are used in other
cultures.

Lesson #4

1. Math classes could work with the science classes in configuring the measurements
required for the class gardens. Calculate costs for the needed products, i.e., seeds,
potting soil or fertilizers as needed, pots for planting (if inside), tools required, etc.

2. Math students could also be responsible for soliciting the community for various
contributions that are needed, and maintaining an accounting of the supplies. Costs
can be maintained on a weekly/monthly basis.
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John Denver Discography

1969 - Rhymes And Reasons

1970 - Whose Garden Was This

1970 - Take Me To Tomorrow

1971 - Poems, Prayers And Promises

1972 - Aerie

1972 - Rocky Mountain High

1972 - Farewell, Andromeda

1973 - John Denver's Greatest Hits

1974 - Beginnings: John Denver with the Mitchell Trio
1974 - Back Home Again

1975 - Windsong

1975 - An Evening With John Denver

1975 - Rocky Mountain Christmas

1976 - Spirit

1976 - Live In London

1977 - John Denver's Greatest Hits, Volume 2

1977 - 1 Want To Live

1978 - Live At The Sydney Opera House

1979 - John Denver

1979 - John Denver & The Muppets: A Christmas Together
1980 - Autograph

1980 - Welt-Erfolge: Voice Of America

1980 - Grand Gala: John Denver in Concert

1981 - Some Days Are Diamonds

1981 - Perhaps Love: Placido Domingo with John Denver
1982 - Seasons Of The Heart

1982 - Rocky Mountain Holiday - John Denver and The Muppets
1983 - John Denver's Greatest Hits, Volume Two
1983 - It's About Time

1984 - John Denver's Greatest Hits, Volume 3

1985 - Dreamland Express

1986 - One World

1988 - Higher Ground

1989 - Will The Circle Be Unbroken

1989 - Stonehaven Sunrise (Australia only)

1989 - John Denver: Christmas Like A Lullaby

1990 - The Flower That Shattered The Stone

1990 - Earth Songs

1991 - Different Directions

1992 - Favourites

1992 - Take Me Home, Country Roads

1993 - Voice Of America (Re-Issue from vinyl to CD)
1994 - The Very Best Of John Denver

1995 - The Wildlife Concert

1996 - The Rocky Mountain Collection

1996 - Reflections: Songs Of Life & Love

1996 - Love Again (aka Unplugged Collection or A Celebration of Life)
1997 - The John Denver Collection (LaserLight)
1997 - The Country Roads Collection

1997 - All Aboard!

1997 - Best of John Denver Live (bonus tracks)



1997 - John Denver: A Celebration of Life

1998 - Rocky Mountain Christmas (one previously unreleased track)
1998 - Forever, John

1998 - Very Best Of John Denver - Country Roads

1998 - Very Best Of John Denver - Rocky Mountain High

1998 - Best Of John Denver

1999 - Live At The Sydney Opera House

1999 - Portrait

1999 - Legendary John Denver

1999 - The Best Of John Denver

2000 - Behind The Music

2000 - Take Me Home

2001 - An Evening With John Denver (with bonus tracks) Re-Issue
2001 - Autograph CD Re-Issue

2001 - Sing Australia

2001 - John Denver UnPlugged

2001 - Christmas Celebration Concert

2002 - Harborlights Concert

2004 - Bonus CD for Songbook P, P &P

2004 - Definitive All-Time Greatest Hits resp. A Song's Best Friend

To contact the John Denver Memorial Peace Cloth, please email Debra Chilton at
wilco@pacifier.comor Ann Schnitz aherie01@comcast.net




